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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

L (Currently Amended) An image capture apparatus comprising: 

an image capture unit adapted to capture an image; 

an informatio n generation unit adapted to generate specific information 
relating to the image data: 

a recording unit adapted to record image data-fbr obtained from the captured 
image and the specific information on a recording medium; 

a reproducing unit adapted to reproduce the image da! a and the specific 
information from the recording medium; 

an embedding unit adapted to embed foe specific information into the image 
data using a digital watermarking technique; and 

an oulputting unit adapte d t o o utput the image data including the sp ecific 
information o r the image data n o t including the specific info r mation to the outsid e , dud 

a selecting unit adapted to select a first process or a second process in 
accordance with user's instruction, 

wherein, when the first process is selected, the embedding unit embeds the 
specific information into the image dat a and the outputtiiig un i t ou t pu t s the image data 
i n cluding the s pe cific information t o the outside , and 

wherein, when the second process is selected, the embedding unit d o es not 
embed avoids embedding the specific information into the image dat a and t he o utputting 
mil ou t puts the i m age data not including the spec i fic information to th e o utsid e. 
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2. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
the embedding unit is adapted to embed the specific information into the decompressed 
image data. 



3. to 4, (Canceled) 



5. (Currently Amended) A method for use \t\ an image capture 
apparatus comprising the steps of: 
capturing an image; 

generating spe cific information relating to the image data: 

recording image data of obtained from the captured image and the specific 
information on a recording medium; 

reproducing the image data ca p tured and the specific information from the 
recording medium; 

embedding the specific information into the image data using a digital 
watermarking technique; and 

uulpu t ting the inuge da t a including th e s pe ci fic info r mat i on or the image 
data not including the spdiHu information t o t h e outside; and 

selecting a first process or a second process in accordance with user's 

instruction, 

wherein, when the first process is selected, the embedding step embeds the 
specific information into the image dat a and the outputting step outputs the image data 
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including the specific iiifoimaL i on t o the outr i de , and 

wherein, when the second process is selected, the embedding step does n o t 
embed avoids embedding the specific information into the image dat a and the outputling 
step o u t puts Uil image data no t including th e specific informa t ion to the ou t sid e, 

6. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 5> wherein the 
embedding step is a step of embedding the specific information into the decompressed 
image data. 



7. to 8. (Canceled) 



9. (Currently Amended) A storage medium storing a program for use 
in an image capture apparatus, the program performing the steps of: 
capturing an image; 

generating speci fic information relating to the image data: 

recording image data of obtained from the captured image and the specific 
information on a recording medium; 

reproducing the image data ca p tured and the specific information firom the 
recording medium; 

embedding the specific information into the image data using a digital 
Avateimarking technique; and 

selecting a first process or a second process in accordaace with user's 
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instruction 

wherein, when the first process is selected, the embedding step embeds the 
specific information into the image dat a and t he QUlputliug j,lcp o utputs the image data 
in cluding t he specific iiifuiumti o n lo the out&idu , and 

■wherein, when the second process is selected, the embedding step do e s no t 
embed avoids embedding the specific infonnation into the image dat a and the out p iitting 
step o utputs the image data n u t including the bt^ c ific informati o n to the outbids 

1 0- (Previously Presented) A storage medium according to claim 9, 
wherein the embedding step is a step of embedding the specific information into the 
decompressed image data. 

II. to 12. (Canceled) 

13. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the apparatus generates the specific information when the image is captured. 

14. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 5» further 
comprising a step of generating the specific information when the image is captured. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) A storage medium according to claim 9, the 
program further comprises a step of generating the specific information when the image is 
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captured. 

16. (New) An apparatus according to claim 1 , further comprising an 
outpulting unit adapted to output the image data to a destination external io Lhe image 
capture apparatus, 

wherein, when the first process is selected, the outputting unit outputs the 
image data including the specific information to the external destination, and 

wherein, when the second process is selected, the outpulting unit outputs the 
image data excluding the specific information to the external destination. 

17. (New) A method according to claim 5, further comprising a step of 
outputting the image data to a destination external to the image capture apparatus, 

wherein, when the first process is selected, the outputting step outputs the 
image data including the specific information to the external destination, and 

wherein, when the second process is selected, the outputting step outputs the 
image data excluding the specific infonnation to the external destination. 

18. (New) A storage medium according to claim 9, the program further 
comprises a step of outputting the image data to a destination external to the image capture 
apparatus, 

wherein, when the first process is selected, the outputting step outputs the 
image data including the specific information to the external destination, and 
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wherein, when the second process is selected, the outputting step outputs the 
image data excluding the specific information to the external destination. 
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